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Th roughout my life, I have depended on bridges to get me where 
I need to go. I have vivid memories of riding across the bridges of 
the Florida Keys, including the Seven Mile Bridge. As a child, I was 
amazed that someone could build a bridge that long. A few years later, 
after moving to Jacksonville, FL, I took a trip on the Isaiah D. Hart 
Bridge over the St. Johns River every day en route to Matthew Gilbert 
school where I attended the seventh grade.  

For the past fi fteen years, I lived in Edenton, NC, where the Chowan 
River empties into the Albemarle Sound. Find Edenton on a map, and 
you will see how dependent I was upon good bridges. Just to the north 
of Edenton is tidewater Virginia with cities like Norfolk, Newport 
News, and Virginia Beach. A couple of times, I have driven through 
Norfolk and onto the Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel—23 miles 
long—that took me to the eastern shore.  

And now I live in Rome. I learned rather quickly that it is next to 
impossible to get where I need to go in Rome without the use of a 
bridge. What would we do without the bridges that carry us across the 

rivers that wind their way through our city? We would be stranded, 
for sure.  

Refl ecting on our need to be closely connected with God, Frederick 
Buechner wrote, “To confess your sins to God is not to tell him any-
thing he doesn’t already know. Until you confess them, however, they 
are the abyss between you. When you confess them, they become the 
Golden Gate bridge.”

Do you feel disconnected from God, like you are stranded on an 
island? Th ere is a bridge off  that island, and it is available to us when 
we are honest with God and willing to confess our sins and weakness.  
God is delighted to hear from us and more than willing to extend his 
grace to complete that bridge that begins with our honest confession 
of who we are and how we need God.  

Go ahead. Cross that bridge today.

Your pastor and friend,

FROM OUR PASTOR

•   Entertainment by bluegrass band 
“Tried and True” at 4:15 p.m.

•  Special Vespers Service at 5 p.m.

•  Potluck Dinner

•   Petting Zoo 

•   Pumpkin Painting 

•   Cookie Decorating

* Bring a Chair. Paper products, utensils, and bottled 
water will be provided by the church.

Stewardship Commitment 
Sunday, November 13

October 30 from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m.  |  Morrison Campground
1000 Morrison Campground Road NE

Churchwide Picnic & Fall Festival



ANNOUNCEMENTS
FALL FESTIVAL & CHURCH PICNIC
Children’s activities will include pumpkin painting, cookie decorating 
and a petting zoo. Th e event will be October 30 from 3:00 to 7:00 
p.m. at Morrison Campground.

PARENTING WITH FAITH WORKSHOPS 
On October 26 and November 2, from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m., Mer-
edith Anne Miller will lead the fi nal two parenting workshops about 
walking alongside your child in their faith. Meredith will lead these 
workshops via Zoom, but participants will meet together in-person 
for hard-copy resources and discussion.

HIKING ADVENTURE AT BERRY COLLEGE
Join us on Sunday, October 23 for a fall hike to the House of 
Dreams at Berry College! Contact Nick Georgian for more details!

FALL RETREAT AT CAMP GLISSON
NOVEMBER 11 - NOVEMBER 13
Student Fall Retreat at Camp Glisson, hosted by the CBF of 
Georgia! Stay tuned for more information and a full itinerary of 
the trip coming in a few weeks. For more information about the 
trip please contact Nick Georgian.

WINTER RETREAT “ELEVATE” 
DECEMBER 27-30
Join us for our Winter Ski Retreat: Elevate! Th e theme for Elevate 
comes from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians 3:20, “Now to him who 
is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us.” We will ski 
the slopes and discover more in depth of who God is and learn 
practical ways how we can elevate our faith in our daily lives. 
WHEN: December 27 - December 30. 
WHERE:  Timberline Mountain in West Virginia 
COST: Th e total cost of the trip is $400. 
Join the fun and scan the QR code to RSVP 
today! Th e deadline to sign up is Sunday, 
November 20. Please contact Nick Georgian 
for more information.

STUDENT BBQ FUNDRAISER 
Get ready for the best BBQ in Rome, by your very own FBC Student 
Ministry! Mark your calendars for the Student BBQ Fundraiser on 
February 11, 2023! Stay tuned for more information soon! 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4 AT 4 P.M. Featur-
ing the Sanctuary Choir and 

Orchestra with the Youth Choir, 
Children’s Choir and First Baptist Ringers

WHAT WE NEED IS HERE
Practicing the Heart of Christian Spirituality
Wednesday Evenings, October 5 through 
November 16
Fellowship Hall
Led by Rev. David Brooks
Th is opportunity for spiritual growth is based 
on What We Need is Here, by L. Roger Owens.  
Reading the book is not required for participation, but if you would 
like a copy of the book, they are available for $10 in the church offi  ce.  

WORSHIP CARE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We continue to need some help with worship care in the upcoming 
months, please sign up using the link on the church Facebook 
page or get in touch with Kristen directly. As a reminder, worship 
care is for children 4 years and younger, and is a very important 
ministry and a gift to parents, who can know that their little one 
is safe and loved.

Video resources available anytime, anywhere, on any smart device.
Create an account and get started searching the 4,000+ videos of-
fered to enhance your personal Bible study.
FBC Rome, through the Adult Formations ministries has purchased 
a church subscription available to the FBC family.
Watch your email for a direct link to our FBC Channel, or contact 
Tamara Smathers for help. We will provide you with an access code 
and walk you through the process.

SAVE THE DATE FOR THESE 
NOVEMBER EVENTS
NOVEMBER 20:  Th anksgiving Service and Deacon-Sponsored Din-

ner at 5 p.m.
NOVEMBER 27: Advent Wreath Making at 4 p.m.

b if ldld

MUSIC ENSEMBLES  See info below about our musical 
ensembles and contact Keith Reaves if you are interested in joining us 
or have questions.
SANCTUARY CHOIR Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m.
ALL CHILDREN’S CHOIRS Wednesdays at 5:45 p.m.
YOUTH CHOIR Sundays, following worship

FIRST BAPTIST RINGERS Mondays at 5:15 p.m.

MUSIC MINISTRY



SUNDAY FLOWERS
Th e fl owers in the Narthex for Sunday, October 23 are given to the 
glory of God and in loving memory of George and Natalie Reynolds 
on the occasion of their wedding anniversary by the Reynolds Family.

Th e fl owers in the Sanctuary for Sunday, October 23 are given to 
the glory of God and in loving memory of David T. Brown by Ann 
Brown Ryan and Children.

Th e fl owers in the Narthex for Sunday, October 30 are given to the 
glory of God and in loving memory of Dewey Jowers and in honor 
of Jerrie Jowers by the Sklar Family.

Th e fl owers in the Sanctuary for Sunday, October 30 are given to 
the glory of God and in loving memory of Trixie and Dee Couch by 
Patsy and Jere Drummond.

Saturday, October 22
 Minister on Call Gwen Stephens 706.766.5074

Sunday, October 23
 Scrap Iron Broadcast (WLAQ 1410) 9:00 am
 Bible Study (all ages) 9:45 am
 Worship - Comcast Channel 44      11:00 am
 Worship also available on FBC Website / YouTube Channel 
 Youth Choir, Choir Suite 12:00 pm
 Student Small Groups Together / Hike at Berry 2:00 pm
  Youth/Missions Minister Search Committee 3:30 pm  
 Builders’ Party, off site 5:00 pm

Monday, October 24
 Women’s Bible Study, Dining Rm. 10:00 am
 FBC Ringers, Choir Suite 5:15 pm

Tuesday, October 25
 Weekday Preschool Wild West Day, Ball Courtyard 

Wednesday, October 26
 FBC Serves Community Kitchen
 Properties Committee, Conf. Rm. 12:00 pm
 Family Night Dinner 5:00 pm
 Churn’s Bible Study, Rm. 310 5:30 p.m
 Children’s Choirs 5:45 pm
 Student Room Opens 5:45 p.m
 Prayer and Bible Study, Dining Rm. 6:00 pm
 Parenting With Faith Workshop, Builders Rm. 6:00 pm
 Student Life 6:00 pm
 Kids J.A.M. 6:30 pm
 Student Discipleship, Student Rm.  6:30 pm
 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal, Choir Suite 6:45 pm

Saturday, October 29
 Minister on Call Tamara Smathers 706.266.7141

Sunday, October 30
 Scrap Iron Broadcast (WLAQ 1410) 9:00 am
 Bible Study (all ages)   9:45 am
 Worship - Comcast Channel 44  11:00 am
  Worship also available on FBC Website / YouTube Channel
 Youth Choir, Choir Suite 12:00 pm
 Church Wide Picnic, Morrison Campground 3:00 pm
Monday, October 31
 Women’s Bible Study, Dining Rm. 10:00 am
 FBC Ringers, Choir Suite 5:15 pm

Tuesday, November 1
 Flower Committee Meeting, Conf. Rm. 1:30 pm

Wednesday, November 2
 Family Night Dinner 5:00 pm
 Churns Bible Study, Rm. 310 5:30 pm
 Children’s Choirs 5:45 pm
 Student Room Opens 5:45 pm
 Prayer and Bible Study, Dining Rm. 6:00 pm
 Parenting With Faith Workshop, Builders Rm. 6:00 pm  
 Student Life 6:00 pm
 Kids J.A.M. 6:30 pm
 Student Discipleship 6:30 pm
 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal, Choir Suite 6:45 pm
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BRIDGES GETTING AHEAD - GRADUATION 
On Th ursday, September 22, Bridges Getting Ahead Program 
celebrated nine graduates for all their hard work and accomplishments 
throughout a six-month process!  Whether you served by providing 
a meal, helping with transportation or childcare, you have played an 
integral role in helping our mission thrive and be a success. Th ank 
you for investing your time in the Getting Ahead Program and 
most importantly in the lives of our graduates. We are so grateful to 
FBC Rome and St. Peters Episcopal Church for their ongoing support! 

BRIDGES GETTING AHEAD APPLICATION
If you know of anyone who could benefi t from the Bridges Program, 
please click on the QR code and share the 
application with that individual! Please mail, 
email,  or drop completed applications off  by the 
FBC church offi  ce to Nick Georgian. Submit 
applications by Friday, November 11. Once we 
receive enough applicants, we will launch a new class. 

HOC CHRISTMAS 
Hands of Christ Christmas is a vital mission that supports our 
members as they engage in making long-term impact to individuals 
in need of hope and healing in our local community. Th is may 
include clothing, toys, transportation, education, housing, recovery, 
healthcare, counseling services, and many other things. We are 
forming a committee and in need of members. If you are interested 
in being a part of this committee or have any questions about HOC 
Christmas, please contact Amy Cox or Kate Barron.



Please visit us for more information:

Th e Spire (U.S.P.S. 613-160) is published bi-weekly.
First Baptist Church of Rome
100 East 4th Ave., Rome, GA 30161-3120
Postmaster: Send address changes to Th e Spire
P.O. Box 1189, Rome, GA 30162

MINISTER ON CALL:
Tamara Smathers  706.266.7141

OCTOBER 30

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SERMON:  Going Out on a Limb
SCRIPTURE: Luke 19:1-10 
PREACHER: Nick Georgian
ANTHEM:  “Th en Sings My Soul”...

arr. Mary McDonald
SPECIAL MUSIC: Youth Choir

ACCESS THE ORDER OF WORSHIP EACH WEEK AT:
https://fbcrome.com/orders-of-worship/ 

FAMILY NIGHT MENU

November 2
Mixed Green Salad
Country Fried Steak
White Gravy
Mashed Potatoes
Medley of Vegetables
Apple Cobbler
CHILDREN’S OPTION:

Chicken Fingers
Chips

MINISTER ON CALL:
Gwen Stephens  706.766.5074

OCTOBER 23

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SERMON:  Final Words
PREACHER: Rev. David Brooks
SCRIPTURE: 2 Timothy 4: 6-8
ANTHEM:  “Th is Is the Day”...Dan Forest
SPECIAL MUSIC: CHILDREN’S CHOIR

ACCESS THE ORDER OF WORSHIP EACH WEEK AT:
https://fbcrome.com/orders-of-worship/ 

FAMILY NIGHT MENU

October 26
Mixed Green Salad
Baked Cod with Lemon Garlic Butter
Rice Pilaf
Sauteed Green Beans with Almonds
Cherry Cobbler
CHILDREN’S OPTION:
Hot Dogs
Chips
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BROADCAST LIVE ON 
COMCAST CHANNEL 44 AND 

VIA WWW.FBCROME.ORG

SUNDAY SERVICES

ANGELS AND CIDER AT SUNDOWN
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2:00-5:00 P.M.
Ruth Reynolds has invited us to her Barnhouse!
She will lead us in making an angel fi gurine. Bring a 
chair. Please register for this event by emailing Kris 
Wilder, kwilder@fbcrome.org.

WOMEN’S EPIPHANY RETREAT
JANUARY 6-8
One of our favorite traditions will resume this year, as women of all ages will gather 
for a retreat January 6-8. Th e sisters of Sacred Heart Monastery in Cullman, Alabama 
will welcome us into their home and retreat center.
We will pray, laugh, stretch, and enjoy the peaceful grounds of the monastery. 
Please reserve your space by contacting Kris Wilder, kwilder@fbcrome.org. Watch for 
more details.
Cost including all meals: Private room, $250; Shared room, $200

WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 
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