
Dear Church Family, 
 
As we write this letter to you, our community and our nation are facing an increase in the 
number of coronavirus cases. We are feeling fatigue at the ongoing shifts and transitions to life, 
business, and everyday goings on. Some days we feel like we are taking steps forward and some 
days we feel like we are taking steps backward, and all the while we are praying for a return to 
normal functioning. Most days most of us feel like we are doing the best that we can in these 
unparalleled times, and in the midst of all of that our church has been at work.  
 
We cannot separate our faith from relationships because our faith is meant to be practiced with 
others. So, while we have worked hard to stay connected through Zoom, Facebook, our website 
and the local broadcast, we also all feel this deep need to be as connected to each other as 
possible. We long to be together--to sit next to one another as we study the scriptures and as 
we pray and sing and worship and fellowship and learn and grow together. We want to 
participate in those rhythms of faith that have shaped us and molded us and are so important 
for our daily and weekly living. At the same time, we also know that we deeply love one 
another and want the best for one another and have concern for the health and well-being of 
our church family and community.  
 
Our leadership, including our staff, our Covid Task Force, and our deacons have been working 
diligently to try and hold all of these things in tension with each other as we have prayed and 
wrestled with how to creatively respond to the changing landscape around us. As we listened to 
your responses from the survey it was clear to us that you are feeling the pull of these things 
too. Our leadership is committed to make decisions that can both help us deepen our 
connection and experience of faithful life together with each other, and also keep each other as 
safe as possible during these times.  
 
In their July meeting, our deacons voted to continue to discern the best way forward as it 
relates to our large group gatherings, particularly our worship services. We have a plan in place 
for how to best gather and how many people we might be able to fit into our sanctuary that 
would abide by state guidelines on gathering when it is safe to do so, but due to the rising cases 
across our region, the vast majority voted to postpone gathering in an enclosed sanctuary for 
now. In the meantime, we have given our children and student ministries the green light to do 
more spatially distanced outside gatherings that observe best practices for being together that 
we believe will be helpful. We are also brainstorming what innovations we might make with 
adult small groups and with our fall schedule and other parts of our regular ministries that are a 
challenge to fulfill as we once did. Our Task Force will continue to meet every few weeks and 
will make recommendations to the deacons and leadership that they will then act upon to help 
us move forward. 
 
This might seem daunting to be making these kinds of changes and adaptations to how we do 
church, but we have to remember that though the forms may change, who we are as the 
people of God, and more importantly who God is, isn’t changing. God is still with us and we are 
still gifted and called to be God’s church in such a time as this. We fully believe that we will 



emerge through this time as a stronger, more fully engaged and more fully alive church because 
we were pushed to respond to the changes around us in creative ways. Please join your hearts 
and your minds and your prayers with ours as we seek to listen to how God is leading us 
through this. We will continue to keep you updated in the weeks ahead, and we are excited 
about the opportunities to grow the Kingdom of God that lay before us.  
 
Grace and peace, 
 
Matt DuVall     Jason Sanker 
Senior Pastor     Deacon Chair 
  


