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I sometimes wonder what I would have done if
had been one of the shepherds tending my flocks
when all of a sudden the Glory of the LORD
appeared and they were filled with fear at the
announcement that a child had been born who
would be the Messiah. I wonder if I would have
dismissed the announcement? I wonder if I would
have thought to myself, “that is wonderful news,
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but I have so much to do with these sheep right
now.” I wonder if I would have been filled with
fear and not able to respond? We know that the

FORD § SUPEBER
: shepherds did respond. These beloved children of
D E C E M B E R 2 2 God who were so marginalized in their day were

SANCTUARY ~ the first to hear the good news and they were also
v the first to witness this gift of Heaven come down.
5:00-6:00 P.M.

Whatever we think we might have done at that

announcement, the news of Christ coming to

earth and being born anew in our lives and in
this world demands a response from us. Some of

CLHRISTMAS Eynd
¢ ANDIELIGET
SERVIEE

DECEMBER 24

us run away at the news. Some of us continue on
in our busy-ness of our every day and we keep
focused on the tasks at hand without changing the
rhythms of our lives. And some of us respond and
say to ourselves and each other, “Let us go see this
new thing.” This Christmas, you are invited again
to come and see this new thing that God is doing

in our world. Come and see and be swept up in
the amazing gift of God’s love that is wrapped

up in a mother’s arms in a stable. Come to this
place where Mary and Joseph and baby Jesus
were homeless, and where we find our true home.
Merry Christmas to you and yours.

With hopeful expectation,
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E H ANNOUNCEMENTS

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES will resume on January : UPPER ROOM DISCIPLINES
The 2020 edition of the Upper Room

8th. We can’t wait to see you there!
Disciplines devotional guides (both regular

GETTING READY LUNCH: On January 12th from 12:00-
2:00 p.m. directly following worship, 2nd-6th graders who have
not yet made a profession of faith are invited to a lunch with Ms.

and enlarged print) have arrived and are
available to pick up during December. Setting
aside time each day to read Scripture and to
pray is an act of discipleship. These guides

k b p hild are a wonderful tool for establishing that
pope@iberome.org to reserve a spot for your child. practice and are made available through the

RETREAT TIME: February 7th-8th will be our 6th grade retreat! Adult Faith Development ministry.
Cost is $50 and will cover food, lodglng & a fun Outing' Email : ................................................

COME TOGETHER:

AN INTERGENERATIONAL BIBLE STUDY

9:45 A.M., SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29TH

Keeping our tradition, this last Sunday of the year brings children,
youth, and families together for Sunday morning Bible Study. Join us

in the Fellowship Hall for refreshments, shared stories, and a joy-filled
time TOGETHER!

Kristen where we will talk about baptism, the decision to follow Jesus,
and answer ALL of the questions they might have. Email Kristen at

Kristen at kpope@tbcrome.org to reserve your child’s spot!

TARA INMAN’S LIFE VERSE:
“And we know that in all things God works
for the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose.”
Romans 8:28

YOUTH News 4 MUSIC MINISTRY

Youth Christmas Party . CHOIR REHEARSALS RESUME

‘Thanks to all of our choirs and ensembles for leading us in worship

® ¢ ¢ % S P S O E S ST E S S SO OEEEEESEEEEO

so capably during the Advent and Christmas seasons. It is now time
to look toward Lent, Easter and Spring!

- JANUARY 8: Sanctuary Choir and Children’s Choirs
e * . resume rehearsals

JANUARY 13: First Baptist Ringers resume rehearsals
JANUARY 26: Youth Choir resumes rehearsals

slgn up here: BE IN "THE ROOM WHERE IT HAPPENS”

’ . The Music Ministry is sponsoring a trip to see the musical “Hamilton”
https//formsgle/U4TpK65GbeGKttqD7 . at the Fox Theatre in Atlanta on Thursday, April 16. Seats are in
the First Dress Circle with a great view of the stage. Cost is $150,
which includes ticket and transportation. We will depart at 4:30
. p.m. Because tickets

. , : Decause i
Dinner @ Fuddruckers K open only to FBC

members at this

. time. Please
$30 + Gift for the Shelter/ :  make payment
Ruth & Naomi House tset of ear buds) . arrangements when
¢ you make your
YOUTH WINTER SUMMIT JANUARY 17 - 19, 2020 . reservation. See
FBC HUNTSVILLE, AL | $125 PER STUDENT . Keith Reaves for
Register - https://forms.gle/Ujr6]2pZQ3gAUov19 . more details.
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Saturday, December 21

(Cgl Minister on Call Matt DuVall 706.254.1323
XY, b Sunday, December 22 (Fourth Sunday in Advent - Love)
S S o) Scrap Iron Broadcast (WLAQ 1410) 9:00 am
. R g Bible Study (all ages) 9:45 am
=", . | < o Ve (U] Worship - Comcast Channel 44 11:00 am
':.’. *’ . RN * ¢ . cot et o:'u 8 Silent Lord’s Supper, Sanctuary 5:00-6:00 pm
o o o ¢ q
’? * P O v E R I Y o 'L Tuesday, December 24 (Christmas Eve)
" o ¢ o Church Office Closed
S ') : . .
Seeking help for Bridges Out of Poverty’s FIRST Getting Ahead ia) FBC Se.rves Con.lmunlty Kitchen 8:00 am
. = Candlelight Service, Sanctuary 5:00 pm
Classes. Each Thursday evening, through March 26, at 6:00 =
p-m. in the Community Room. 10 investigators from Living 8 Wednesday, December 25 (Christmas Day)
Proof Recovery, Ruth & Naomi House, and the Davies Shelter ) Church Office Closed
are participating. FBC Serves Community Kitchen 8:00 am
Sign up to help at - https://www.signupgenius.com/ Thursday, December 26
go/10c0eddadad2da6fa7-getting FBC Serves Community Kitchen 8:00 am
Transportation Help - We need people willing to give rides to Bridges Out of Poverty “Getting Ahead” Class,
participants in the program to and from Comm. Rm. 6:00 pm
the weekly meetings at FBC Rome. )
o Friday, December 27
Food Help - We need one or two people willing to purchase/ FBC Serves Community Kitchen 8:00 am

prepare a meal for 15 people and deliver it to the
group meeting at FBC Rome’s Community Room
each week. How can you help?

Childcare Help - We need two to four people willing to provide
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Saturday, December 28
Minister on Call Tamara Tillman Smathers 706.266.7141

Sunday, December 29 (Family Worship/World Hunger)

Aty childcare for children of investigators during Scrap Iron Broadcast (WLAQ 1410) 9:00 am
the group meeting at FBC Rome’s Commu- Intergenerational Bible Study, FH 9:45 am
nity Room each week. How can you help? Worship - Comcast Channel 44 11:00 am

Monday, December 30

Flower Committee Workday 9:00 am
Tuesday, December 31 (New Years Eve)

Men’s Bible Study, DR 12:00 pm
Wednesday, January 1 (New Years Day)

Church Office Closed
Thursday, January 2

G IVI N G T O G O D Bridges Out of Poverty “Getting Ahead” Class,
Comm. Rm. 6:00 pm

Year-to-Date:

$457,917.46
$394,380.41

$1,177,009.48

Ministry Support Needed
Support Received

Friday, January 3
Women depart for Epiphany Retreat, Cullman, AL. 4:00 pm

2019-2020 Total Budget Commitments to Date

IMPORTANT TAX NOTICE: To insure the deductibility of
your church contributions, do not file your 2019 income tax return
until you have received a written acknowledgement of your contri-
butions from the church. Some of your contributions may not be tax
deductible if you file before receiving a written acknowledgement.
Year-end contributions must be received in the church office by 4:00
p.m., Tuesday, December 31 or postmarked by December 31.

For contributions made with a bank credit card by December 31,
2019, you can claim the deduction for the tax year 2019 even
though the credit card bill is paid in the next year. Contributions
made with a retail store credit card are only tax deductible for the
year you actually pay the credit card bill.
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THIS W EEK : becemger 22

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT - LOVE
SerRMON: “The Little Lights, They’re Not Twinkling”
PREACHER: Rev. Kristen Pope

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 1:18-25

ANTHEM: Breath of Heaven...arr. Craig Courtney
SPeciAL Music: Nancy Ratcliffe

TLC VOLUNTEERS

BED BABIES: Betsy & Brian Richie

1's & 2's: Kathy Cooper and Susan Hortman
3's & 4's: Elaine Lanier

MINISTER ON CALL:
Matt DuVall 706.254.1323

NEXT WEEK: Decemser 29

FAMILY WORSHIP

SERMON: “Home by Another Way”
PREACHER: Rev. Matt DuVall
SCRIPTURE: Matthew 2:13-23

ANTHEM: Jesus Came to Dwell Among Us ...arr.
Benjamin Harlan

SPECIAL MusIC: Diane Lumpkin, Carol Hester

TLC VOLUNTEERS

BED BABIES: Joanne Owens and Pat Bagby

1's & 2's: Caroline DuVall and Stephanie Lewis
3’s & 4's: Beth and Anne Scott Smith

MINISTER ON CALL:
Tamara Tillman Smathers 706.266.7141

L
T S I )I E SUNDAY SERVICES
I—- BROADCAST LIVE ON

COMCAST CHANNEL 44 AND
VIA WWW.FBCROME.ORG

WOMEN OF THE CHURCH

WOMEN'’S EPIPHANY RETREAT APPROACHES
JANUARY 3-5, 2020

“No day belongs to us. Each day is
a gift.” (John O’Donahue) What
would happen in 2020 if we spent

our retreat recognizing this truth
together? The Women’s Epiphany
retreat invites us to discover an
enlivening word for the year ahead.

Take a deep breath, and join us to
stretch, relax, pray, and worship
together as we listen and respond
to God’s leadership.

Please contact Tamara Smathers
for more information. Please register by December 25th.

Please visit us for more information:

www.fbcrome.org

The Spire (U.S.P.S. 613-160) is published bi-weekly. FIRSTBAPTISTCHURCH

First Baptist Church of Rome

100 East 4th Ave., Rome, GA 30161-3120 O! \ / ‘ E
Postmaster: Send address changes to The Spire
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