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PALM SUNDAY: APRIL 14
Children lead palm procession
for Worship Service.

Easter Eggstravaganza (Johnson Farm)
4:00-7:00 p.m.

COMMUNITY HOLY WEEK
SERVICES: APRIL 15-17, NOON
Hosted by Second Avenue Baptist Church

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE WITH
COMMUNION: APRIL 18, 7:00 P.M.
Nursery Provided

EASTER SUNDAY: APRIL 21
Easter Breakfast/Flowering of the Cross
Bible Study
Worship (Special Music: First Baptist Ringers)
(Special Music: Children’s Choir)

FROM OUR PASTOR

In just a few days we will be at the high point of the

most important season in our life together as Chris-
tians—Holy Week. We will begin Holy Week waving
palm branches and shouting Hosannas as Jesus rides
into Jerusalem. We will share Holy Week services with
our Christian brothers and sisters from all over Rome
each day at noon on Monday through Wednesday. These
services will be held at Second Avenue Baptist Church.
The road gets darker and more difficult as we move to
Maundy Thursday. We will gather in the sanctuary and
share the bread and cup, and then we will tell the story
of Christ’s death and we will extinguish the light. Then
we will wait with the rest of the world for Easter Sunday.

I would encourage you, even if it hasn’t been your
custom to do so, to try your best to participate in our
shared worship opportunities during Holy Week. These
are the highest and holiest days of our shared worship
together. Easter Sunday will have even more depth and
meaning for you if you have followed the steps of Jesus
through Holy Week. These are also opportunities for us
to worship alongside our community, a practice that is as
necessary these days as it has ever been.

As we look toward these days, be in prayer for how

God is trying to bring new life into your own life and
into our shared life together. Easter isn't about the
cross—it is about the empty tomb and the power of
God’s resurrecting love that is greater than death. Where
do you need new life? What would it look like for God
to Easter this world in all of the places where there is
death and destruction? Make those prayers a part of your
preparation for Easter. I look forward to being with you
in these days.

Expectantly,
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WEEKDAY PRESCHOOL

It’s time for our annual Goo-Goo
Carwash gift card fundraiser! We are
selling gift cards worth $15 for ONLY
$10! Checks made payable to First
Baptist Weekday Preschool or cash

payments acceptable. These make wonderful gifts! Gift cards are
available during Wednesday night supper or contact the preschool at
mwood@fbcrome.org or 706.295.1150. Fundraiser goes through April
12. Thank you for supporting this vital ministry of our church!

 CHILDREN'S comer

KIDS SINGING

Keith’s children’s choir will sing in Worship on Easter, April 21st. Meet
at 9:45 a.m. in the sanctuary after the Easter breakfast to practice and
they will get to Sunday School by 10AM.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

VBS Registration will open April 15th. VBS is June 3-5 from 9:00
a.m.-1:00 p.m., and you can register on the website or through the link
provided on the church Facebook page. If you would like to help with
VBS or you have youth who would like to help, please email Kristen at
kpope@fbcrome.org.

PASSPORT KIDS CAMP

We have very few spots left for camp this summer, July 20-24¢h! Please
email me ASAP if you have not let me know that your child plans to go.
If you have signed up, be on the look-out for an email about payment
& official registration.

SCHOLARSHIPS

If you or your Sunday School class would like to sponsor a child to

go to Passport Kids camp this summer, please bring donations to the
office or give them directly to Kristen. We want every child to have the
opportunity to go!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

—— ADULT : (H0&(ES—

® “Lent as Resistance: Saying No to the Culture of Now”
Led by Matt DuVall
Wednesdays, 6:20 p.m. in the Dining Room

)

April 17 - Resistance to Anxiety

CHILDREN PROCESS ON PALM SUNDAY

Children and families will gather in the Fellowship Hall at 9:45 a.m.
on Palm Sunday, April 14, to practice processing with palms in worship.
Children will be in their Sunday School rooms by 10:00 a.m. Please
gather back in the Fellowship Hall at 10:50 to line up. Parents are
encouraged to process with their children no matter their ages, but if
a child is younger than kindergarten and would like to participate, an
adule must be with them. Contact Kristen with questions.
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MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE

This service is perhaps the most moving service of the year. It begins
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at 7:00 p.m. on April 18. It will include communion, special music by
the Sanctuary Choir and Tenebrae, a service that helps us to remember
the final hours of the life of Christ through readings and music. Many
say each year that Easter is not as meaningful if they do not attend this
important service. Nursery care will be provided.

PRAY FOR OUR HOLY LAND PILGRIMS

A group of 24 adults from our church will depart on April 25 to
spend 15 days walking in the footsteps of Jesus, Moses, the Disciples
of Christ who have journeyed there through the centuries.

The group is being led by Tamara Smathers. Please pray that through
these days the Bible will come alive, that our interactions with people
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of other faiths will awaken our sensitivity to their lives, and that our
hearts will be ready to receive the surprises that God has in store for

YOUTH News

SAVE THE DATES —

YOUTH MISSION TRIP IN AMERICUS

June 8 - 14 | $300 per participant | We will stay at Koinania
Farms and work with Together for Hope Georgia.

PASSPORT CHOICES IN GREENSBORO, NC
June 30 - July 5 | $399 per participant

Register here: https://fbcrome-ythpassport-19.eventbrite.com
N\ J

each one.
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NURTURING FAITH JOURNAL
Beginning with the May-June issue, the Nurturing Faith Journal
will be available for you to pick up at the Church. Your Bible Study

classes will have copies available. This change eliminates waste and

.
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saves money. Please ignore any renewal notices that you may receive.
Contact Tamara Smathers with any questions.

Announcements continued on back cover

THE GIFT OF SCULPTURE

Several years ago Frank Murphy completed, Piesa’, a marble sculpture based on Michelangelo’s Pieta’ at St. Peter’s Basilica in

Rome, Italy. Frank’s sculpture captivated our hearts as it remained in the Sanctuary during Lent that year. A very generous
donor purchased Frank Murphy’s Piesa’as a gift to the church. The Properties Committee and Brooks Construction carefully
managed the installation in our Memorial Garden. Final touches will make it ready for Holy Week. Frank offers Isaiah 53:5

as a focus for this work: “He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace

was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.”

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ROME
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WELCOME 1O THE CHURCH FAMILY

PLEASE WELCOME:

Caleb Amerman

MUSIC MINISTRY

OLDER CHILDREN'’S CHOIR INFORMATION

1. 'The Children’s Musical is Wednesday, May 8 at 6:00 p.m. All of the
other children’s choirs will perform this night, too.

2.'The Children’s Choir will sing on Easter Sunday, April 21. Parents,
please have them in the sanctuary immediately after breakfast at
9:45 p.m. to rehearse. Because we have a larger congregation than
normal that day, they will sit WITH YOU undil time for them to
come and sing in the service.

3. Finally, please mark Sunday, May 5 on your calendars. Immediately

the musical until 2:00 p.m.

™

after worship the children will stay for lunch and we will rehearse

BRIDGES OUT OF POVERTY WORKSHOP

A big THANK YOU o all of those who made our Hands of Christ
Emphasis such a success. More information to come about how you
can continue to be involved or begin to plug in!

LIVING PROOF RECOVERY GARDEN PARTY
Sunday April 28th, 2019 from 1-3pm at Lawrence Plantation.
For those wanting to sponsor a table, please reach out to them for
more details here: www.livingproofrecovery.org

SUNDAY FLOWERS

The palms in the Sanctuary for Sunday, April 14, are given to the glory
of God and in loving memory of Robert Harold Smith by Helen Smith
and Children.

The flowers in the Sanctuary for Sunday, April 21, are given to the
glory of God and in loving memory of Joanne Yancey and Wayne
Mattingly by the Yanceys.

GIVING TO GOD

Year-to-Date:

Ministry Support Needed $949,858.74
Support Received $969,498.89
World Vision, Meals & More
and CBF World Hunger Relief $1,420.00
CBF Global Missions Offering $34,188.00

2018-2019 Total Budget Commitments to Date ~ $1,222,054.00

seeking tisheart | eng #shands
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Saturday, April 13
Minister on Call Matt DuVall 706.254.1323

Sunday, April 14 (Palm Sunday)

Missions Committee Mtg., Conf. Rm. 8:30 am
Scrap Iron Broadcast (WLAQ 1410) 9:00 am
Bible Study (all ages) 9:45 am
Worship - Comcast Channel 44 11:00 am
Kayla Harriott Senior Recital 3:00-4:00 pm

Children’s Easter Eggstravaganza, Johnson Farm 4:00-7:00 pm
Monday, April 15

Centering Prayer, Prayer Rm. 9:30 am

Women’s Bible Study, DR 10:00 am

Community Holy Week Service, Second Ave. Baptist Church

Preaching: Rev. Shari Rates (Metropolitan UMC) 12:00 pm
Women of the Church Book Group, Conf. Rm. 1:00 pm
First Baptist Ringers 5:15 pm
Women’s Small Group, Comm. Rm. 5:30 pm
The Edge (HS Seniors), Uldrick Home 7:30 pm

Tuesday, April 16
Community Holy Week Service, Second Ave. Baptist Church
Preaching: Rev. John Herring (St. Peter's Episcopal Church) ~ 12:00 pm
Wednesday, April 17
Community Holy Week Service, Second Ave. Baptist Church
Preaching;: Rev. Jeff Chadwick (First Presbyterian Church) 12:00 pm

First Choice Dinner, FH 5:00 pm
Women’s Small Group, 3rd Flr. Education Bldg. 5:45 pm
Youth Hangout, YR 5:45 pm
Children’s Choirs 5:45 pm
Prayer Time, FH 6:00 pm
Adult Choice Seminars: (Final Night for both)

Strengths Session, 3rd Flr. Builder’s Classroom 6:00 pm

Lenten Session, DR 6:20 pm
Children on Mission 6:30 pm
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal, Choir Suite 6:45 pm

Thursday, April 18 (Maundy Thursday)
Maundy Thursday Service (with Communion), Sanctuary

Nursery Provided 7:00 pm
Friday, April 19 (Good Friday)
Church Office Closed
Flower Committee Workday 9:00 am

Saturday, April 20
Minister on Call Tamara Tillman Smathers 706.266.7141

Sunday, April 21 (Easter Sunday)

Breakfast, FH / Flowering of the Cross, Courtyard ~ 8:30 am

Scrap Iron Broadcast (WLAQ 1410) 9:00 am

Bible Study (all ages) 9:45 am

Worship - Comcast Channel 44 11:00 am
Monday, April 22

First Baptist Ringers 5:15 pm

Women’s Small Group, Conf. Rm. 5:30 pm
Tuesday, April 23

FBC Serves Community Kitchen 8:00 am

Men’s Bible Study, DR 12:00 pm

FBC Serves Meals & More, FUMC 3:00-6:00 pm
Wednesday, April 24

FBC Serves Community Kitchen 8:00 am

Senior Adult Committee Mtg., Conf. Rm. 3:15 pm

First Choice Dinner, FH 5:00 pm

Women’s Small Group, 3rd Flr.Education Bldg. 5:45-6:30 pm

Youth Hangout, YR 5:45 pm
Children’s Choirs 5:45 pm
Prayer Time, FH 6:00 pm
Children on Mission 6:30 pm
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal, Choir Suite 6:45 pm
Thursday, April 25
FBC Serves Community Kitchen 8:00 am
Holy Land Pilgrimage Participants Depart 4:00 pm

Depart for Dear Evan Hanson Musical, Fox Theratre 4:00 pm
Friday, April 26

FBC Serves Community Kitchen 8:00 am



THIS WEEK: arriL 14

PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP
SERMON: “Resistance to Anxiety”
PREACHER: Rev. Matt DuVall
SCRIPTURE: Luke 19:28-40
ANTHEM: Pieta...Joseph Martin
SPECIAL Music: Kayla Harriott

TLC VOLUNTEERS

BED BABIES: Lori and Olivia Barfield

1's & 2's: Susan Fitzpatrick and Laurie Douglas
3's & 4's: Lynn Babineaux and Shani Sumner

FIRST CHOICE MENU
APRIL 17
Pan-Fried Pork Cutlets with Hoisin-Katsu Sauce

CHILDREN'S OPTION
Spaghetti & Meatballs

MINISTER ON CALL:
Matt DuVall 706.254.1323

NEXT WEEK: apriL 21

EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP

SERMON: “Old Names and New Life”

PREACHER: Rev. Matt DuVall

SCRIPTURE: John 20:1-18

ANTHEM: Hallelujah...Ludwig van Beethoven
Hallelujah...George Frederic Handel

SPecIAL Music: Children’s Choir

TLC VOLUNTEERS

BED BABIES: Lauren & Shannon Loy

1's & 2's: Maggie & Daniel Dunagan

3's & 4's: Kate Barron and Caroline Lumpkin

FIRST CHOICE MENU
APRIL 24
Smothered Chicken

CHILDREN’S OPTION
Hamburgers with French Fries

MINISTER ON CALL:
Tamara Tillman Smathers 706.266.7141

= S PI E SUNDAY SERVICES
|_' BROADCAST LIVE ON

COMCAST CHANNEL 44 AND

VIA WWW.FBCROME.ORG
PRAYERS AND REFLECTIONS

Each year after the regular Wednesday night
events conclude, we continue meeting on Wednesdays at noon to pray, to hear a

reflection of faith, and to eat (of course!).

This year’s series is entitled “Writing Our Way”, and will include reflections delivered
by published authors in our congregation—those who write poetry, fiction, blogs,
non-fiction, and even academic works. Mark your calendars for Wednesdays, May
15-June 26 (with the exception of June 5th). No reservations are necessary for the

lunch prepared by Chef Greg.

EASTER MORNING BREAKFAST

One great Easter Morning tradition of FBC Rome includes a BIG breakfast prepared
by Chef Greg. It is served between 8:30 and 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall.

In addition, Sam Ratcliffe offers his talents by taking family photographs in the
Courtyard. Families are invited to bring flowers from their yards for the “Flowering
of the Cross” which makes a beautiful backdrop for those photographs. Of course,
Bible Study for all ages and Worship caps off a day of Celebrating the risen Christ.

SENIOR ADULT TRIP TO THE WEST

A few spaces are still available for our trip to Yellowstone, Jackson Hole, the Badlands

and more in September. The trip is now open to those who are not members of FBC.
Contact Keith for details.

Please visit us for more information:

www.fbcrome.org

The Spire (U.S.P.S. 613-160) is published bi-weekly. FIRSTBAPTISTCHURCH

First Baptist Church of Rome
100 East 4th Ave., Rome, GA 30161-3120 O! \ / ‘ E
Postmaster: Send address changes to The Spire
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P.O. Box 1189, Rome, GA 30162
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